Bile acids of patients with renal failure (possibility of bile acid secretion in the distal tubule).
Bile acids of patients with renal failure and of healthy subjects were analyzed by capillary gas chromatography after group separation. The amount of bile acids in the total dialysate (150 L) of the patients was smaller than that in the 24-h urine of healthy subjects. Polar bile acid sulfates constituted 17.3% and 30.9% of the total bile acids in serum and urine of healthy subjects, respectively, 26.0% in predialysis serum of patients, and only 11.3% in dialysate of patients. The amount of bile acid sulfates in the hemodialysate converted during a 24-h period dialysis, was still smaller than that in 24-h urine of healthy subjects. We propose that the distal tubule secretes bile acid sulfates.